
 
Annual Shorebird & Seabird Workshop 

Tuesday, March 11th , 2025 
9am – 1:30 pm at the SCDNR Marine Resource Division 

217 Fort Johnson Road, Charleston SC 
Held in the auditorium inside the Marine Resources Research Institute (MRRI) building 

 
 

Agenda  
• 9:00 Sign In      Coffee & Snacks in Lobby 
• 9:30 Welcome  
• 9:40-10:00 Audubon South Carolina Update-Erin Rogers & Abby Burke 
• 10:00 –10:20 Piping Plover 5 year Species Review-Melissa Chaplin, USFWS 
• 10:20 –10:40 Red Knot Research and News-Felicia Sanders, SCDNR 
• 10:40 –10:55 BREAK 
• 10:55-11:15 Huntington Beach State Park Jetty Spoil Project-Mike Walker, SCDPRT  
• 11:15 –11:35 Black Skimmers: Diet and Banding-Janet Thibaut & Sabrina Cobb, SCDNR 

• 11:35 –11:55 Manomet Update: Building Connections Across the Bight-Abby Sterling 
& Allie Hayser, Manomet 

• 11:55 -12:15 Shorebird Safari: A Traveling Educational Activity-Cami Duquet, SCDNR 
• 12:30-1:30 LUNCH (please bring your own –eat in outdoor classroom.) 
• 1:30 –2:00 Staff will be available to discuss other collaborative projects and to 
answer questions. Feel free to stay and chat. 
 

 

 

 

 



Driving Directions: 

1. From Savannah Hwy (17) turn onto Folly Road 
going South. Turn East onto Harbor View Road. 
Bear to the right. Stay on Harbor View Road 
until it ends at Fort Johnson Road. 

2. Take a left onto Ft. Johnson Road. Continue 
until you pass through the SC Department 
Natural Resources gate. Shortly past the gate 
will be the Licensing Office, which is on the left 
and up on a small hill.  To reach the Marine 
Resources Division facilities, follow the road for 
approximately 1/4-mile. The Outdoor 
Classroom and the Marshlands House (white 
historical house) will be on the left just before a 
fork in the road.  Proceed on the right fork of 
the main road to get to the Marine Resources 
Research Institute (MRRI), which is a one story 
building on your left with large glass windows.  

3. You may park in any parking spot not 
designated as “state vehicles”. Be sure not to 
block any equipment like boats or trailers in. 
Additional parking is available next to the CofC 
Grice Marine Lab, across the street from the 
MRRI building. 

 

Campus Map: 
          MRRI (workshop location) 

          Outdoor Classroom (lunch location) 
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We Will Bend the Bird Curve 

Cedar Forest. Photo: Justin Meissen/Flickr CC BY-SA

3 Billion 
birds lost
Since 1970
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• Half of the birds that breed 
in the U.S. and Canada 
spend more than 50% of 
their lives in Latin America 
and the Caribbean.  

The Challenge

3 Billion 
birds lost
Since 1970

Stopover and winter
habitats are 
disappearing

2.5 Billion
of these birds
are migratory birds
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What the World 
Needs Now: Mission

Audubon protects birds and 
the places they need, today 
and tomorrow.

North Star Vision
A future where birds thrive 
across the Americas because 
Audubon is a powerful, 
diverse, and ever-growing 
force for conservation.

Purpose
When we create conditions 
for birds to thrive, we create 
conditions for people and the 
planet to thrive, too.

4Ethan Slattery/Audubon Photography Awards

A hemispheric, science-
backed approach 



Audubon’s unparalleled reach in the 
United States

31 
Conservation 
Action Centers 

29 
Sanctuaries 
and Ranches

1M+
visitors annually

2M
supporters

507
chapters

15
state and 
regional 
offices
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To move towards a future 
where birds are thriving, 
by 2028 Audubon will…

HABITAT CONSERVATION

Conserve 313 
million acres of 
quality, connected, 
and climate-resilient 
bird habitat across 
the Americas flyway

CLIMATE ACTION

100 gigawatts 
of new renewable 
generation and 
transmission
responsibly sited
30 billion tons of 
carbon sequestered
in forests, wetlands, 
and grasslands

POLICY

Pass Healthy Birds, 
Healthy Planet 
Policy Agenda, 
securing government 
action and funding for 
birds and the planet

COMMUNITY BULDING

Double Audubon 
membership

Influence high-level 
decision-makers  

Inspire a broad, 
diverse movement of 
people to change the 
world for birds

Flight Plan Conservation 
Milestones
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Priority Bird Species 
and Habitats 

• Strong indicators of habitat health

• Serve as "umbrella" species



Climate 
Change Predation Habitat 

Loss
Human 

Disturbance

Shorebird Decline



Preventing human 
disturbance to resting, 
nesting and 
overwintering coastal 
birds through education 
and awareness.

WHAT IS 
SHOREBIRD 
STEWARDSHIP?

Photo: Nolan Schillerstrom/ASC Staff



Audubon’s Coastal Bird 
Stewardship Program

Started with 1 island in 1923
Now we protect nesting & 
migratory birds at 500+ sites in 
the Americas, with 
1,300+ volunteers
Stewardship informs our coastal 
conservation and policy work



Stewardship Sites
1. Huntington 

Beach State 
Park

2. Dewees Island
3. Isle of Palms
4. Morris Island
5. Folly Beach 

Lighthouse Inlet
6. Kiawah Island
7. Seabrook Island
8. Botany Bay 

WMA

9. Edisto Beach 
State Park & 
Edisto Town 
Beach

10.Harbor Island
11.Hunting Island 

State Park
12.Bull Point







Importance of Steward Gathered Disturbance Data

2024 Stewardship 
Report – Human 
Disturbance



Going Forward...

Nest Monitoring Pilot Project!



Harbor Island 
HOA 
Environmental 
Committee

YOU!



Piping Plover Status Update
Melissa Chaplin

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
March 11, 2025



Photo: Sidney Maddock

Photo: Melissa Chaplin

Photo: USFWS

Photo: USFWS

Birds of North America Online



2025 Status Review

• Required under the Endangered 
Species Act

• Current status of the species is used 
to inform changes needed to current 
classification under the ESA

• Five-factor analysis





Alpha-numeric flag

Piping plovers from all 3 breeding populations winter in SC

Banded Piping Plovers

Flag and color bands

Plover graphics drawn by Melissa Chaplin





Northern Great Plains Population







The Great Lakes Population



Great Lakes PIPL pairs
1981-2022
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2021:  74 pairs
2022:  72 pairs
2023:  80 pairs

Slide courtesy of Jillian Farkas







The Atlantic Coast Population



Gratto-Trevor et al. 2012

Eastern Canada: white circle with black center
Great Lakes: gray circle
NGP MR: white circle
Prairie Canada: black circle



Status Review Results
Primary Threats
 Breeding Range
  NGP: loss of suitable breeding habitat
  GL: habitat degradation, predation, and human   
  recreational disturbance
  AC: habitat degradation, predation, and human   
  recreational disturbance
 Nonbreeding Range: cumulative losses of available habitat, habitat 

function, and habitat accessibility; cumulatively ALL threats are likely 
slowing and limiting the recovery potential of all 3 breeding populations

Recommendation: No change in listing status needed
* A revision to the listing language is suggested for the Great Lakes population to 
extend its endangered status throughout its range 
 



Wintering Distribution In South Carolina

• Largest local winter 
populations occur 
south of Charleston

• Possibly due to higher 
#s of inlets and 
sounds

• 20-30 PIPLs are high 
winter counts scseagrant.org

Photo: Melissa Chaplin



© Birdorable

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Fplaygroundai.com%2Fsearch%3Fq%3DHouses%2Bon%2BFlorida%2Bbeach&psig=AOvVaw0OO1CEXvJReclsyBL
J6V1H&ust=1706714961323000&source=images&cd=vfe&opi=89978449&ved=0CBYQ3YkBahcKEwiQ29rptoWEAxUAAAAAHQAAAAAQBQ

Site Fidelity In Shorebirds



Disturbance Lowers Habitat Quality

© Birdorable

!!!



Sharing The Beach = Space

Their #1 need on SC beaches is space!

I know what I need 
and where to find it.  
I just can’t meet my 
needs under these 

conditions.

Me 
neither.

Me 
neither.

Me 
neither.

© Birdorable



Managing Disturbance: Providing Space for Shorebirds

High tide roosts

Foraging areas (especially rare features)

Photos: Sidney Maddock, Melissa Chaplin

ZZZ



Questions?

melissa_chaplin@fws.gov



Red Knots in South Carolina
2025 Update

Felicia Sanders, Mary Catherine Martin, Janet Thibault, Camille Duquet
South Carolina Department of  Natural Resources

Wildlife & Freshwater Fisheries- Coastal Bird ProgramPhoto by Pamela Cohen



Rufa Red Knot

• 2014 United States threatened
• 2020 Canada endangered
• Declines

• South America, southern tip 
• 75% 
• (1980 and 1990s) to (2018–2020)

• Delaware Bay, New Jersey, USA
• 70% 
• (1981 – 1983) to (2005 – 2014)

Photo: Pamela Cohen



Graphic by Benjamin Clock   

Geolocator
2016 - 2017

• May 2 – 23            South Carolina 
• October to March   Tierra del Fuego



Red Knot 
Capture on 

Kiawah Island

Photos – Ed Konrad



Sunbird Solar Argos 
Satellite Transmitters

• 2023, 2024, 2025
• 2g
• Up to 10 locations/day
• Local movement

Photo credit: Pamela Cohen

May 22

Ft Johnson



Sunbird Solar 
Argos 

Satellite 
Transmitters

• Migration routes
• Breeding sites



Sunbird Tag 
Results
• Date left GA/SC May 21 – May 

23
• All left GA/SC coast between 7-

7:30 pm
• Date arrived on nesting grounds 

June 10 – 19
• Tag retention – 1 still working!



Hurricane Ernesto



Connecting
 Breeding and Wintering Grounds

• Genetic differences
• Argentina
• Northern Brazil
• SE US

• Satellite tags
• Feathers – stable isotopes



Stable Isotopes

• Isotopes-forms of chemical 
element with different atomic 
mass

• Quantity of isotopes in 
environment varies spatially 
according to naturally processes 
(precipitation, temperature)

• Isotope ratios reflected in food 
chain USGS



Stable Isotopes

• Feathers grow in a short 
time

• Isotope content of 
feather reflects bird’s 
diet

• Origin of wintering area 
can be determined by 
isotope signatures

The Science and the Environment Bulletin

USGS



Venezuela

• Wintering location
• Bred - Victoria Island



Venezuela

• Wintering location
• Bred - Victoria Island



Venezuela 

• Sandra Giner 
• Researcher
• Conservationist - 

fostered the 
participation of 
indigenous groups, 
who participate as 
volunteers for 
shorebird surveys 
along Venezuela’s 
western coastline

• Red Knots
• Next to shrimp 

farms
• Feeding on bivalves
• Resighted our SC 

knots!



Venezuela - Oil 
Spills

• 2023 - recorded 86 oil spills
• 84% occurred in the focus 

area



SC Moon Bird

• Banded by Patricia 
Gonzales -Argentinian 
Shorebird Researcher
• Banded in 2005 as adult
• Resighted 15 May 2019 
at Jones Beach, SC
• 288,00 miles
• Earth to moon - 238,900 
miles

Thanks to Fletcher Smith for the Information



Human Disturbance
 (Research on Shorebirds)

• Reduce the number 
of shorebirds

• Reduce time 
shorebirds consume 
prey

• Migratory shorebirds 
do not habituate

Photo Janet Thibault



Outreach & Stewardship



Deveaux Bank
Site of International 

Importance

• Whimbrel
• Red Knots
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Building a Beach for the Birds

with the 
US Army Corps
of Engineers at
Huntington Beach 
State Park





Shorebird/ Least Tern Nesting Area
12 acres of new sand, valued at over $1.5 million dollars! 
2023 2024



Protecting it from Predators:

Solar powered electric 
fences in 2 parallel rows; 
2,500’ each.

Spaced 2.5’ apart to 
deter coyotes from 
jumping over. 

Baited scent tabs draw 
mink to the fence to get 
shocked: aversion 
training.



Protecting it from Avian Predators:

Chick shelters provide a haven 
from the sun and avian predators.

They are also a great way to get 
students involved in conservation!



Protecting it from People and their Pets:

Signs painted by kids 
tug on the heartstrings 
in a way that 
regulatory signs don’t...

…and simpler is 
better!

There is no substitute 
for a human 
presence! The 
Shorebird Stewards 
program of Audubon 
South Carolina is 
invaluable for both 
protecting the birds 
and educating your 
visitors.



Convincing the Birds it’s Safe to Nest:

 A combination of 
audio (Murremaid 
Sound system) and 
visual (decoys) 
cues can be used 
to attract seabird 
colonies.



Photos above by Lorraine Holcombe, Shorebird Steward

Questions?

Mike Walker,
Interpretive Ranger
Huntington Beach State Park
mwalker@scprt.com



Skimmer Banding & Diet

Janet Thibault & Sabrina Cobb
South Carolina Department of Natural Resources

Christy Hand, SCDNR



Janet Thibault, SCDNR

Black Skimmer (Rynchops niger)



Felicia Sanders, SCDNR

Nesting Ecology



Felicia Sanders, SCDNR

Nesting Ecology

Felicia Sanders, SCDNR

Janet Thibault, SCDNR



Nesting Data – 2010 - 2024
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Black Skimmer Nest Counts in South Carolina



Figure 2. Locations of Black Skimmer colonies in South Carolina from 1975 to 2009.

Snipes & Sanders, 2012

Colony Distribution – 1975 - 2009



Locations of Black Skimmer colonies in South Carolina 2024

Colony Distribution – 2024



Threats – Disturbance

Christy Hand, SCDNR



Threats – Disturbance

Christy Hand, SCDNR



https://tidesandcurrents.noaa.gov/waterlevels.html?id=8665530

Threats – Overwash

Goyette, J., L. Eggert, and J. Thibault. 2011. South Carolina Coastal Bird Colony Monitoring Project 

Summary. Report number 2011-23 submitted to South Carolina Department of Natural Resources and 

USGS SC Cooperative Research Unit, Clemson University.  Biodiversity Research Institute, Gorham, 

Maine.  



Crab Bank

Christy Hand, SCDNR



283 Nests in 2022

174 Fledglings

528 Nests in 2023

579 Fledglings

397 Nests in 2024

 Did Not Count

Nesting Results

Janet Thibault, SCDNR



Cami Duquet, SCDNR



Banding

Cami Duquet, SCDNR



Cami Duquet, SCDNR



Photos by Ed Konrad, Seabrook Island

Banding Locations

Wrack Line Newsletter, 2017



Band Resights

Brett Moyer, Bluebird Pharmacy



How You Can Help

Janet Thibault, SCDNR

Christy Hand, SCDNR

Christy Hand, SCDNR
Claudia P deMayo



Integrating Game Camera 
Footage and DNA for Seabird 
Diet Research
Sabrina Cobb
Janet Thibault



Crab Bank

• Seabird Sanctuary located at the 
mouth of Shem Creek

• Supports colonies of nesting 
seabirds such as: Brown 
pelican, Least tern, Royal tern, 
Sandwich tern, Common tern, 
and Black skimmer

• March 15th – Oct 15th area is 
closed and monitored by 
SCDNR for nesting activity

• Browning Elite HP4 cameras 
placed for outreach and 
educational purposes

GIS map generated by Sabrina Cobb with MRD-Inshore 2025



Black Skimmers

• Colonial seabird that forages on 
small planktivorous fish that are 
caught while gliding just above 
the surface

• Determining the species and 
size of fish fed to chicks is 
important for Black skimmer 
conservation because surface-
foraging seabirds are most 
sensitive to changes in fisheries 
stocks (Forys 2017)

Photo credit: National Audubon Society



Identifying fish from 
game cameras

• “Guidance for Sampling 
Common, Arctic, and Roseate 
Tern Diet”- Roseate Tern 
Recovery Team Mtg

• “Falkner Island Provisioning: 
Fish Guide” 

• Average culmen size of 67 mm 
(Mariano-Jelicich et al. 2007)

• Inshore and observer fish ID 
knowledge acquired over the 
past 12 years

Photo credit: Falkner Island Provisioning: Fish Guide



Observations

• Reviewed 30 sec clips from 3 different 
cameras

• 7 Species of fish Identified by slowing 
footage down and taking screenshots 
to get best quality image of defining 
characteristics

• Species included: Atlantic 
croaker, Atlantic needlefish, Blue 
fish, Inland silverside, mullet sp., 
Mummichog, Spot

• Challenges- Distance from camera, 
Time of day, Prey position in beak

Photo credit: CT.gov



Project Poop

• Regional project started in 2024 to 
increase knowledge and 
understanding of common tern and 
black skimmer diet along the eastern 
seaboard

• Fecal samples are collected and sent 
to researcher Gemma Clucas at 
Cornell University for DNA extraction 
and analysis 

• ~45 samples collected from black skimmer 
chicks on Crab Bank



Mission of 
Project Poop

Create a unified and systematic monitoring 
system and database to track seabird diets across 
various species along the Atlantic coast of the U.S. 
for landscape and climate-scale assessments 
using fecal samples



2024 Sampling 
Effort

State COTE Samples (#Colonies) BLSK Samples (# Colonies)

NS 90 (2)

NB 40 (1)

ME 483 (9)

NH 99 (1)

MA 206 (4)

CT 137 (2)

NY 85 (1) 52 (1)

MD 30 (1)

VA 150 (3) 91 (3)

NC 181 (4)

SC 45 (1)

FL 16 (2)

MS 40 (1)

Total 1,322 (24) 475 (13)

Figure Credit: Atlantic Marine Cooperative 



Bridging 
Concepts

• Fecal samples paired with fish identification by way 
of cameras can help researchers understand 
forage fish availability 

• Can also provide insight to fish species “out of 
range” with increasing water temperatures through 
chick consumption of fry

• Scale up information to look at ecosystem patterns 
using data for forage fish management



Literature 
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Thank you!!

Photo credit: National Audubon Society

Email: CobbS@dnr.sc.gov
Office: (843) 953-4707

mailto:CobbS@dnr.sc.gov


Updates from Manomet Conservation Sciences
Georgia Bight Shorebird Conservation Initiative



Wildlife Beach Areas at Public Beaches





Messaging to Protect the Wildlife Beach Area

Threatened 
beach nesting 

birds

American 
Oystercatcher

Wilson’s 
Plover

Least Tern



Results from our Wildlife Beach Area

• Signs up and gear storage 
secured!

• Trained over 100 
volunteers 

• About 1000 volunteer 
hours at both WBA

• Three events with pledges 
signs by the public

• Nearly 1,200 people 
engaged in campaigns

• Applying techniques to new 
sites in 2025, engagement 
from community partners





 



 







 





https://youtu.be/y2Xox8VlyGE?si=yu066yFS7udOacGk&t=44
https://youtu.be/y2Xox8VlyGE?si=yu066yFS7udOacGk&t=44


- One guide: visitors from 25 different states!
- Bonding across eco-companies
- Benefit communities on larger scale
- A community with a unified voice to help steer how 

tourism goes and increased pressure- working 
together.



Results from engagement with ecotourism 
community

• Cohorts from 2020-2025 
with early inquiry list for 
2026

• 2023 NET Collaboration 
Award

• 59 total participants with 55 
guides certified

• As of Jan 2025, 26,135 
people have been reached 
through our guides

• Guide buy-in: growing 
community, partnerships, 
and volunteering

• Potential opportunities to 
expand or scale-up



“All in the Same 
Boat” Outreach For 

Recreational 
Boaters

Work completed with support from 









Results from working with recreational boaters
• 40 intercept surveys to boaters in remote sites- over 

80% of respondents viewed signs
• Educational events at three high traffic marinas, boater 

groups including America’s Boating Club, Freedom 
Boat Club, reached 1,751 people

• 25 informational signs up along entire Georgia Coast
• Follow-up survey, sharing toolkit



1st Annual Tybee Spring Shorebird Festival



Thank you so much to our partners and 
community members!

Abby Sterling: asterling@manomet.org
Allie Hayser: ahayser@manomet.org 

mailto:asterling@manomet.org
mailto:ahayser@manomet.org


Shorebird Safari:
A Traveling Educational Activity

SCDNR Coastal Bird Workshop
March 11th, 2025



SCDNR Annual Job Shadow Kaitlyn Dirr/ SCDNR



Jan 31st (high school) &
Feb 7th (middle school)

73 Students
- 20-30 minutes
- Mimicking job responsibilities and duties of  

staff
- Highlight research findings
- Age appropriate and replicable for multiple 

rotating groups
- 8-12 students per group
- + BONUS conservation message !

Hosted by the Marine Education 
team at Fort Johnson



Activity Focus:

1. Prey Sifting

2. Bill and Diet

3. Resighting

4. Data Entry

Christy Hand/ SCDNR

Pamela Cohen

Andrew Johnson/ Cornell Lab of  Ornithology

Felicia Sanders/SCDNR

Piping Plover

American Oystercatcher

Whimbrel

Red Knot



Prey Sifting



Bill and Diet

"I use my bill to probe very deep into the mud for my food. My prey item 
usually likes to hide in burrows but my specialized curved bill allows me to 
snatch them easily."

"With my straight bill, I can probe about an inch in the sand for my food, and 
swallow it whole. I need a lot of  these to fuel my long migrations!"

"The clue is in my name! I use my strong bright bill to pry open my food."

"With my small feet, I tap the sand in front of  me to feel for small vibrations 
(or wiggles!) from my prey item. Although my bill is short, my preferred food 
item is quite long, but I don’t have to dig very far to get to them."



Resighting



Data Entry
Reporting a Banded Bird Information Sheet:
Date (mm/dd/yyyy) : 
Location (Folly Beach) :
Time (hh:mm am/pm) :

Bird Species (circle one):
Whimbrel     American Oystercatcher      Piping Plover      Red Knot 

Activity (circle one) :  feeding    resting    walking     flying 

Upper left color (circle one):  blue  green  orange 
Upper left code (write code or none): 

Lower left color (circle one):  red  silver
Lower left code (write code or none):

Upper right color (circle one):  light green  orange  silver 
Upper right code (write code or none):

Lower right color (circle one):  yellow/orange  silver
Lower right code (write code or none):

Latitude, longitude (using a GPS) :  N                       W



Red Knot

Capture: 05/23/2016 on Deveaux Bank, South Carolina by SCDNR biologists
Resight: 01/18/2018 at Tierra Del Fuego, Chile

Upper left color: green flag, white ink      Upper right color: orange 
Upper left code: MCL                  Upper right code: none
Lower left color: none                   Lower right color: metal or silver
Lower left code: none                   Lower right code: unable to read

Background: Red Knots are long distance migrants!  Although not all birds 
will  winter in the same place,  all Red Knots nest in the high Arctic above the 
Arctic Circle. MCL has been resighted on the southern tip of  South America in 
the winter, making its annual migration of  upwards of  20,000 miles a year. A 
specialized tag revealed its stop overs and nesting site too. South Carolina is an 
important stopover site where roughly 30% of  all red knots stop in the 
springtime, on their northward migration.



Whimbrel
Upper left color: none            Upper right color: lime green
Upper left code: none            Upper right code: EJ2
Lower left color: silver/metal      Lower right color: none
Lower left code: unable to read     Lower right code: none

Andrew Johnson/ Cornell Lab of  Ornithology

Capture: 05/11/2021 Deveaux Bank Seabird Sanctuary
Background: EJ2 is 1 of  roughly 20,000 whimbrels that come to roost on SCDNR’s Deveaux 
Bank Seabird Sanctuary. It comes from the coasts of  northern Brazil where it winters, and stops 
in South Carolina in the springtime on its way to its breeding site in Canada. Whimbrels utilize 
the saltmarsh habitat and mud flats to feed on small crabs, fueling their migration and giving 
them energy to successfully breed and raise their young.



American Oystercatcher
Upper left color: Blue, with white ink      Upper right color: Silver/metal
Upper left code: 2R                    Upper right code: unable to read
Lower left color: none                 Lower right color: none
Lower left code: none                  Lower right code: none

Capture: 12/23/2003 on shell rakes in the Intercoastal Waterway, Cape Romain 
National Wildlife Refuge
Resight: 12 times during its capture year in the same area.
Resight: Not reported for 12 years, between 2004 and 2016. In 2016, 2017, 
2020, 2023, and most recently in 2024 it has been reported along the North 
Edisto River, and on Deveaux Bank Seabird Sanctuary.

Background: American Oystercatchers lay eggs and raise 
their young in South Carolina. They can be on shell rakes or 
on the beachfront. They will also stay year-round like 2R, or 
some fly down to Florida seeking warmer weather in the 
winter. Other American Oystercatchers from northern states 
like North Carolina, Virginia, New Jersey, and even 
Massachusetts will spend the winter in South Carolina.

Nathaniel Watkins



Piping Plover

Mark AndrewsMark Andrews

Background: This bird has been observed every summer breeding in Michigan, and every winter in 
South Carolina near Seabrook Island since 2020. Last seen in October 2024 on Deveaux Bank Seabird 
Sanctuary. Breeding in the Great Lakes region, this bird is part of  the federally endangered population 
of  Piping Plovers- as only 75 pairs remain. These are heavily monitored and tracked. This male returns 
to South Carolina every year to spend the winter. During this time, it needs to rest and refuel to 
recover from a long breeding season, and replenish energy for the next year.

Capture: 08/05/2020 banded as chick from Grand Marais, Michigan
Resight: 10/10/2020 Seabrook Island, South Carolina by Mark Andrews
Resight: Summer 2021, North Manitou Island, Michigan (on Lake Michigan), nesting.
Resight: Every fall and winter since 2020, on the Seabrook/Kiawah/Deveaux Bank complex. 

Upper left color: orange flag       Upper right color: silver/metal
Upper left code: none            Upper right code: unable to read
Lower left color: red band         Lower right color: yellow/orange split
Lower left code: none            Lower right code: none



How do I get the Shorebird Safari Box?

Loan it!

https://www.scshorebirdproject.com/
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