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What is the ACE Basin?



2

Home for People
The ACE Basin has been inhabited by humans since indigenous peoples settled 
here about 6,000 years ago. The Edisto, Combahee, and Ashepoo are names 
of American Indian tribes whose legacies now live on in the names of our rivers. 
In the sixteenth century, French and Spanish colonists established settlements 
alongside indigenous tribes. Within three centuries, disease, displacement and 
warfare caused indigenous communities to dwindle and, in many cases, go 
extinct. European colonists introduced large-scale agriculture to the landscape, a 
system made possible only through the enslavement of Africans and African-Amer-
icans. These enslaved people and their descendants created a unique culture 
and language called Gullah or Gullah Geechee. Because their enslavement was 
on remote, isolated coastal plantations, they were able to retain many of their 
indigenous African traditions, which still continue today through culinary practices, 
folklore, and song. The artistry of basket making is one of the most visible ongoing 
practices of the Gullah people.
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song
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Practice Clean Boating!
Keep our waterways free from oil, trash, and sewage by following these best clean 
boating practices:
• Watch for wildlife by boating slowly when in shallow coastal areas
• Stash your trash and pick up trash when you see it
• Recycle your fi shing line
• Keep sewage out of our waterways by using a pump-out station 
• Use eco-friendly boat cleaners!

Circle the best boating practices below



4

What doesn’t Belong?
Pollutants in our waterways cause harm to humans, plants, and animals. Look at 
the picture below and circle what doesn’t belong in our waterways.
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Navigate the Edisto
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Home Sweet Home
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Hidden Pictures
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You Are Here
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Snakes in the ACE
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Estuarine Habitats
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Coastal Plants & Animals
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Red Drum
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Oysters
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Jobs of the Salt Marsh
The salt marsh provides many benefits to humans and the rest of the ecosystem. 
Why is the salt marsh habitat important? 

The salt marsh is one of the most biodiverse habitats in the world! This means 
it has a vast variety of life present within this one ecosystem. Protecting the salt 
marsh is very important because of this and other reasons listed below. 

Draw an arrow from the images below that represent important functions of the 
salt marsh to the correct description and pictures. 
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Pluff mud 
absorbs excess 

water to help 
prevent flooding 

and erosion. 

Oysters filter 
pollutants out of 

the water, provide 
shelter for juvenile 

animals, and 
recycled oysters 

are reused to build 
oyster reefs!

The marsh is a 
nursery for many 
juvenile species 

by providing 
protection and food 
until they are big 

enough to travel to 
the ocean.

The marsh is a 
huge food source 
for humans and 

animals!



FISH FRIENDLY FUN
Practicing these fi sh friendly activities will help your 
fi sh survive after being caught and released. 

1) Keep fi shing in the water as long as possible

2) Wet your hands when touching fi sh

3) Use circle hooks and rubber-coated nets

Color this � sh’s protective slime shield! 

SLIME IS COOL! 
How can we help keep fi sh strong and healthy 
when we catch them? Fish have a protective 
layer of slime called a slime coat. This helps 
prevent a fi sh from becoming sick. By wetting 
your hands and using rubber-coated nets, you 
help them keep their slime shield!

HOOKED  ON CONSERVATION

Picking the right hook for your fi shing line is 
important. Did you know that the circle hook 
prevents hooking a fi sh’s stomach and helps 
them have a better chance of surviving?

Connect the dots to draw the types of hooks 
used in fi shing! 
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Come Prepared



Printed on recycled paper. 

The South Carolina Department of Natural Resources 
prohibits discrimination on the basis of race, gender, 
color, national origin, religion, disability or age. Direct 
inquiries to the Offi ce of Human Resources, P.O. Box 167, 
Columbia, S.C. 29202.

 Total cost $2500.00
 Total copies 7,050
 Cost per copy $0.36

 18-11935

Printed on recycled paper. 

The South Carolina Department of Natural Resources 
prohibits discrimination on the basis of race, gender, 
color, national origin, religion, disability or age. Direct 
inquiries to the Offi ce of Human Resources, P.O. Box 167, 
Columbia, S.C. 29202.

 Total cost $2500.00
 Total copies 7,050
 Cost per copy $0.36

 18-11935 ACE Basin ACE Basin 
Activity BookActivity Book
ACE Basin ACE Basin 
Activity BookActivity Book

Printed on recycled paper. 

The South Carolina Department of Natural Resources 
prohibits discrimination on the basis of race, gender, 
color, national origin, religion, disability or age. Direct 
inquiries to the Offi ce of Human Resources, P.O. Box 167, 
Columbia, S.C. 29202.

 Total cost $2500.00
 Total copies 7,050
 Cost per copy $0.36

 18-11935

Printed on recycled paper. Printed on recycled paper. Printed on recycled paper. Printed on recycled paper. Printed on recycled paper. 

The South Carolina Department of Natural Resources The South Carolina Department of Natural Resources The South Carolina Department of Natural Resources The South Carolina Department of Natural Resources The South Carolina Department of Natural Resources The South Carolina Department of Natural Resources The South Carolina Department of Natural Resources 
prohibits discrimination on the basis of race, gender, prohibits discrimination on the basis of race, gender, prohibits discrimination on the basis of race, gender, prohibits discrimination on the basis of race, gender, prohibits discrimination on the basis of race, gender, prohibits discrimination on the basis of race, gender, 
color, national origin, religion, disability or age. Direct color, national origin, religion, disability or age. Direct color, national origin, religion, disability or age. Direct color, national origin, religion, disability or age. Direct color, national origin, religion, disability or age. Direct color, national origin, religion, disability or age. Direct 
inquiries to the Offi ce of Human Resources, P.O. Box 167, 
color, national origin, religion, disability or age. Direct 
inquiries to the Offi ce of Human Resources, P.O. Box 167, inquiries to the Offi ce of Human Resources, P.O. Box 167, inquiries to the Offi ce of Human Resources, P.O. Box 167, inquiries to the Offi ce of Human Resources, P.O. Box 167, inquiries to the Offi ce of Human Resources, P.O. Box 167, 
Columbia, S.C. 29202.Columbia, S.C. 29202.Columbia, S.C. 29202.Columbia, S.C. 29202.Columbia, S.C. 29202.Columbia, S.C. 29202.

 Total cost $2500.00 Total cost $2500.00 Total cost $2500.00 Total cost $XXX.00 Total cost $2500.00 Total cost $XXX.00 Total cost $2500.00 Total cost $XXX.00 Total cost $2500.00 Total cost $XXX.00 Total cost $2500.00 Total cost $XXX.00 Total cost $2500.00 Total cost $XXX.00 Total cost $2500.00 Total cost $XXX.00 Total cost $2500.00 Total cost $XXX.00 Total cost $2500.00 Total cost $2500.00 Total cost $2500.00
 Total copies 7,050 Total copies 7,050 Total copies XX,000 Total copies 7,050 Total copies XX,000 Total copies 7,050 Total copies XX,000 Total copies XX,000 Total copies 7,050 Total copies XX,000 Total copies 7,050 Total copies XX,000 Total copies 7,050 Total copies XX,000 Total copies 7,050 Total copies XX,000 Total copies 7,050 Total copies XX,000 Total copies 7,050 Total copies 7,050 Total copies 7,050
 Cost per copy $0.36 Cost per copy $0.36 Cost per copy .00 Cost per copy $0.36 Cost per copy .00 Cost per copy $0.36 Cost per copy .00 Cost per copy $0.36 Cost per copy .00 Cost per copy $0.36 Cost per copy .00 Cost per copy $0.36 Cost per copy .00 Cost per copy $0.36 Cost per copy .00 Cost per copy $0.36 Cost per copy .00 Cost per copy $0.36 Cost per copy .00 Cost per copy $0.36 Cost per copy .00 Cost per copy $0.36

 18-11935 18-11935 18-11935 18-11935 18-11935 18-11935 18-11935 18-11935 18-11935 18-11935 18-11935 18-11935 18-11935

Printed on recycled paper. 

The South Carolina Department of Natural Resources 
prohibits discrimination on the basis of race, gender, 
color, national origin, religion, disability or age. Direct 
inquiries to the Offi ce of Human Resources, P.O. Box 167, 
Columbia, S.C. 29202.

 Total cost $2878.00
 Total copies 5,500
 Cost per copy $0.52

 23-14026 


