MINUTES

BOARD OF THE DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES

Rembert C. Dennis Building, Room 335
Columbia, South Carolina
Friday, November 21, 1997

10:00 a.m.

The regular meeting of the Board of the South Carolina Department of Natural Resources was
held at 10:00 a.m. on Friday, November 21, 1997, at the Rembert C. Dennis Building, Room 335,
in Columbia, South Carolina. Notice of the date, time and place of the meeting was posted and
mailed to the news media. Dr. George Graham presided at the meeting. Board Members that
were present included Tommy Miller, Marion Bumnside, Campbell Coxe, Ted Oxner, Mary Pope
Waring. Dr. Paul A. Sandifer and staff members of the Department of Natural Resources were
present at the meeting as were various guests.

Call to Orc¢' -

Chairman Graham called the meeting to order at 10:00 a.m. and welcomed everyone to
the meeting.

Meditation
Chairman Graham called on Eric Skidmore, DNR Law Enforcement Chaplain, to offer
thanks.

] | of Minutes f Last Meeti
Chairman Graham asked if there were any corrections or additions to the minutes of the
October 17, 1997 meeting. Mr. Oxner requested that the following amendment, under

Iltems for Board Action, be made to the minutes.

Iv.

A.

tee sta e e a

Chairman Graham called on Dermrell Shipes who presented the concepts for the
Santee Coastal Reserve Management Plan. Dr. Sandifer commented that the final
draft management plan has been sent to vanous conservation groups and
representatives of non-consumptive users for review and input. Some positive
responses have already been received from these groups, and additional input is
anticipated. Dr. Sandifer stated that unless there was objection from members of
the Board, this plan will be used as guidance for staff to move forward in prepanng
forAugust 1999 when the Co///ns Creek Gun C/ub s lease and license expire. Fhe
S Btec afi : vithout-objeetion. The plan was accepted as
T T Dr. Sand/fer nc 1that additional
information will be | ¢ :omes available.

Iitems for Board Action

A.

Proposed Farmland Preservation Legislation

Freddy Vang explained the concept of the proposed Farmland Preservation
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and suggested using “determines in his/her judgement”. Mr. Miller made a motion
to accept the proposed revision of Policy 301.01 (Use of Force) including the
amendment proposed by Mr. Oxner and Policy 302.01 (Vehicular Pursuit). Mr.
Bumside seconded the motion and the motion carried unanimousiy.

Proposed Management Plan for Shealy’s Pond Heritage Preserve

Mr. Stowe reviewed the management plan for the Shealy’s Pond Heritage Preserve
that was mailed in the Board Members’ packets (copy is attached to the original
minutes). Mr. Lee made a motion that the Board approve the Shealy’s Pond
Heritage Preserve Management Plan as presented. Mr. Coxe seconded the motion

and the motion carried unanimously.

P | E ion of Turkey Hunting in the Pee De
Dave Baumann reviewed the information that was mailed in the Board Members’
packets (copy is attached to the original minutes). Mr. Baumann stated that this
addition, if approved, will completely open all counties in the State for hunting of
wild turkey with the exception of the Savannah River Piant site and recently re-
stocked restoration sites. The areas proposed are Florence, Marlboro, Dillon and
Horry Counties. The season will be April 1 through May 1 with a bag limit of two
gobblers per day and two per season. Mr. Coxe made a motion that the Board
accept staff's recommendations to open the last remaining areas in South Carolina
for spring turkey season. Mr. Burnside seconded the motion and the motion

carried unanimously.

Mr. Baumann also distributed, as information, copies of the 1997 Summer Turkey
Survey Results.

Proposed Reguiation on Non-Indigenous Shrimp Permit Conditions

John Miglarese asked Jim Quinn to address the Board on the regulatory process
for this item. Mr. Quinn informed the Board that the statute provides that the
presiding official give a report. Mr. Quinn said that the statute does not state that
the Board has to approve the report, but as a precautionary measure he feels the
Board should take action. Chairman Graham gave a report on the public hearing
on Non-Indigenous Shrimp Permit conditions. Mr. Coxe made a motion that the
Board approve the presiding officers report as written. Mrs. Waring seconded the
motion and the motion canied unanimously. (Report attached to original minutes).

Amendments to ter

John Mic eseinfc ::dtheBoi. i _the.___: nt they received the final
staff version of the Chapter 5 rewrite. Mrs. Waring briefed the Board on the steps
taken to accomplish the rewrite of Chapter 5. Mrs. Waring made a motion that the
Board endorse the Chapter 5 rewrite. Mr. Miller seconded the motion and the
motion carried unanimously.

V. Advisory Committee Reports
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Dr. Sandifer asked staff to research and draft a position statement to present to the
Board in January.

Vi. Director’s Briefings
A. Executive Office

1.

Director
Dr. Sandifer reported that the budget request has been presented to the
Govemor’s Office.

Dr. Sandifer discussed with Will McCain, from the Governor's Office, and
Chairman Henry Brown the potential for the Marine Division to have
commercial license fees retumed to that Division for its operation. Both seem
to be supportive.

Dr. Sandifer updated the Board on the Federal budget. The Senate and
House have passed a Commerce, State, and Justice Appropriations Act that
has been sent to the President for signature. That bill will provide $2 million
in new funding related to research and education facilities at the ACE Basin
National Estuarine Research Reserve. It also includes transferring the
Charleston Laboratory of the National Marine Fisheries Service to the
National Ocean Service, which is another US Department of Commerce,
NOAA, agency.

Cr. Sandifer commented on the positive media coverage concerning the
Congaree Creek Heritage Preserve purchase.

Dr. Sandifer expressed his appreciation to the Board Members for attending
the announcement regarding Jocassee Gorges. Dr. Sandifer informed the
Board that we are proceeding with the management plan for Jocassee, an
FOI request has already been received for the plan. Brock Conrad will be
leading an intemal planning team including representation from the Forestry
Commission, PRT, Duke and Crescent. Dr. Sandifer read the letter of
congratulations from Govemor Beasley and thanked John Frampton, Tommy
Miller, Tom Kohlsaat, Dr. Timmemman and Paul League for their efforts.

Dr. Sandifer distributed copies of an article conceming urban deer. This
article quoted Charles Ruth and was positive media coverage.

Dr. indifer recognized David Cupka for receiving the David H. Hart award
from the Atlantic States Marine Fisheries Commission. This is the highest
award given by that organization, it is in recognition of lifetime contributions
to fisheries management.

Dr. Sandifer then stated that he had items for Executive Session.

Cary Chamblee reviewed the results of the South Carolina State Survey
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2,
3.
4,
5.
B.

conducted recently by the Institute of Public Affairs at the University of South
Carolina. Mr. Chamblee stated that the Department submitted 3 questions
to be included along with numerous other questions from other state
agencies. The poll was conducted by telephone to 800 respondents chosen
randomly from the general population of South Carolina.

Legal
Dr. Sandifer stated that there were matters for Executive Session.

Legislative

No report at this time.

Human Resources

Jean Cowell updated the Board on the selection process for law enforcement
officers.

Ms. Cowell informed the Board that they will be interviewing individuals for
the Intemal Audit Manager position on Monday, November 24.

The Employee Assistance Manual will be complete on January 15.

Ms. Cowell advised the Board that Human Resources is working with CEC to
update the orientation video and have also made plans to expand the
orientation program for new employees.

Environmental

No report at this time.

epu irectors

Administration - No report at this time.
Wildlife and Freshwater Fisheries - Brock Conrad reported that the Wildlife

Management staff have started a new waterfowl survey. This survey will be
completed weekly for the months of November and December.

Natural Resource Enforcement - Col. Huguley reported on three subjects, as

a follow-up on action taken earlier today.

The development of approximately 30 Directives for Law Enforcement
operations have been concluded.

Col. Huguley informed the Board that the Law Enforcement Officer hiring
cycle is coming to a close. Offers have been made for 12 vacancies.

Col. Huguley reported that there appears to be an increase in hunting
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accidents this year. Col. Huguley reported that a good job is being done on
the investigation of these accidents.

Conservation Education and Communications - Cindy Woods reported that

the agency has adopted 8 families for the Families Helping Families Program.
The boxes will be delivered to the Fairground on December 3.

Sonny Baines reported that the South Carolina Wildlife Magazine staff are in
the process of developing a business plan and anticipates having a plan for
Dr. Sandifer to review by the first of January.

Mr. Baines also informed the Board of the remodeling of the Wildlife Shop
and encouraged the Board to visit the area.

Marine Resources - John Miglarese reported that Edisto Sea Farms permit
for importation of non-native shrimp has been revoked.

Dr. Miglarese updated the Board on the longlining issue. He will advise the
Board at a later date on the need to develop a position statement for the

Board'’s approval.

Dr. Miglarese stated that the internal review of the whale stranding is
complete. Dr. Miglarese understands that the National Marine Fisheries’
investigation has a finding of no fault, but the report has not been received.

The Marine Center hosted the Charleston County Delegation. The delegation
was informed about the Chapter 5 rewnte and also the capital improvements
that are necessary at the Marine Center.

Dr. Miglarese reported that there have been two more whale strandings
since the one in Myrtle Beach, both of these were handled successfully.

Dr. Miglarese announced that as a part of the Marine Center's 25"
anniversary celebration, ETV did a live broadcast on Project Discovery from
the research vessel Palmetto. This will be re-telecast December 17, at 1:00
p.m. This was broadcast to approximately 1,100 schools in South Carolina.
ETV reported that the calls indicated that follow up for further information was
about 2 times greater than for any other program that they have broadcast
for Project Discovery.

Land, Water and Conservation - Freddy Vang announced that the SC

Association of Conservation Districts will be having their annual conference
January 15-17 at the Myrtie Beach Hilton.

Mr. Vang updated the Board on the Ashiey River's designation as a scenic
river. Mrs. Waring suggested that the Board adopt this in concept, since it
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will be presented to the Legislature in January. Chairman Graham suggested
that it be handled as an action item at the January meeting.

Mr. Vang informed the Board that the Land and Water Division offices in
Greenville will be consolidated in December. In Columbia some staff from the
Affinity Building are moving to the Devine Street Building and some staff from
the Devine Street Building are moving to the Affinity Building.

Mr. Vang stated that the Climate Centers around the nation are now under
the National Climate Data Center in Asheville, NC.

Mr. Vang introduced Chris LeMaster and asked him to review the Coastal
Carolina Adventure Program. This program is an integrated education
program of Marine Resources; CEC; Land, Water and Conservation; and Law
Enforcement. Mr. LeMaster thanked Mr. Baines, Dr. Miglarese, Col. Huguley
and Mr. Conrad for their assistance in this program. The participants in this
program are the 30 individuals with the highest score from the Conservation
Workshop for Youth. Mr. LeMaster then presented a slide presentation and
explained the program.

VII. Executive Session

At this time, Mr. Miller made a motion that the Board adjourn to Executive Session to
discuss legal, contractual and personnel matters.

RETURN TO REGULAR SESSION

Following the Executive Session, the regular meeting was resumed and participants were invited
into the meeting.

Chairman Graham called the meeting back to order.

Following Executive Session Mr. Miller made a motion that the Board accept the proposed
conservation easement from Patriots Point. Mr. Lee seconded the motion. Mrs. Waring
suggested the possibility of looking into the opportunity to have the easement run concurrently
with the lease, which is a longer period. The motion carried unanimously with the understanding
that staff would explore the possibility of having this condition added to the easement.

Mr. Miller mgde a motion that the Board approve staff suggestions for responses to LAC
recommendations #37, #44, #47 and #54 as presented. Mr. Bumside seconded the motion and
the motion carried unanimously.

Mr. Miller made a motion to use the following language, with regard to LAC recommendation #51,
“the B_qard believes the current system is best and directs staff to develop appropriate language
explaining the advantages to having DNR Board Members serve as members and chairs of
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advisory committees”. Mr. Bumnside seconded the motion and the motion carried unanimously.

Mr. Miller made a motion to use the following language, with regard to LAC recommendation #52,
“the DNR Board agrees with the concept of rotation as described by the LAC and notes that it is
good to involve new members in its advisory committees. The Board will take the LAC’s
recommendations into consideration as appointments for which it is responsible become
available”. Mr. Bumside seconded the motion and the motion carried unanimously.

VIIL Time and Location of the Next Meeting
Chaiman Graham stated that the next meeting of the DNR Board will be held on Friday,
January 16, at the Myrtle Beach Hilton, at 10:00 a.m.

The DNR Board meeting for February has been scheduled for Thursday, February 12, in
Charleston, at 2:00 p.m.

The DNR Board meeting for March has been scheduled for Friday, March 27, in
conjunction with the Palmetto Sportsmen’s Classic in Columbia.

Dr. Sandifer mentioned to the Board that the Budget and Control Board has asked that a
representative and a display from DNR be sent to Germany to promote South Carolina. The cost
will be approximately $3,000.

IX. Adjournment
There being no further business to be brought before the DNR Board at this time, the

meeting was adjourned.






