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be sought in South Carolina. After brief further discussion, Ms. Waring
made a motion that the DNR Board support the South Carolina Shrimpers
Association resolution as presented in the package, Mr. Lee seconded and
the motion was approved unanimously. She also reported that the
Committee had presented a Certificate of Appreciation to Mr. Marion Sams
for his service on the Committee, and that the Committee had endorsed Mr.
Micah LaRoche as an appointment from the DNR Board to the Advisory
Committee.

D. Natural Resources L aw Enforcement: Mr. Miller reported on the March 12th
meeting in District 7 at the Chester State Park, and gave a brief report of the
items taken up during the meeting. Mr. Miller then called upon John
Miglarese and Mel Bell to give a briefing on the locating of the Winyah Bay
Rescue Squad aircraft that was lost during the search and rescue mission
on December 7, 1996. He stated that the Department’s efforts in this regard
v._'e nothing short _. extraordinary and congratulated both the Law
Enforcement and Marine Divisions’ staff for a job well done. Col. Huguley
and John Miglarese then gave a detailed briefing of the events that lead up
to the crash, and the effort made by the Department to locate the aircraft.
Mr. Miglarese praised the work done by Mel Bell and his team to fine tune
the search site and to everyone involved in the effort. Ms. Waring praised
the effort and the cooperation and coordination that took place between the
two divisions. She stated that the entire operation was a top rate job and
congratulated everyone concerned. She stated that it helped bring closure
to the families who survived the two rescue workers killed in the crash.

VIIl. Director’s Briefings
A. Executive Office

1. Director - Dr. Timmerman reported that the budget had passed the
House and has been sent to the Senate to be deliberated by the
Senate Finance Committee. Benny Reeves then gave a detailed
briefing on the budget activity as it moved through the General
Assembly. Dr. Timmerman stated that he thought it was critical that
we receive additional recurring funds for the Heritage Trust Program
and stated that, unless instructed otherwise by the Board, he would
pursue this diligently in the Senate.

Dr. Timmerman passed out his itinerary and calendar for the months
of March and April. He also stated that he had recently been honored
by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Foundation and received the Chuck
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Human Resources - Dr. Timmerman gave a brief report on the
process being used to fill the Human Resources Director’s position.

Environmental - There was nothing further to report to the Board at
this time.

B. Deputy Directo}s

1.

2.

Administrative Services - There was nothing further to report to the
Board at this time.

Wildlife and Freshwater Fisheries - Brock Conrad distributed a report
on deer entitled “Information on Importation of Cervids in South
Carolina”, and asked that the recommendations be placed on the
agenda for the next meeting. He stated that these recommendations
have the support of his entire biological staff.

He stated that there were three public hearings scheduled for this
month dealing with game zone restructuring and deer season
changes. He stated that he would be coming back to the Board with
these recommendations once these public hearings were completed.

He reported that at the next Board meeting, his staff will present the
final Focus Area briefing, that being on the ACE Basin.

Mr. Conrad then reported that the General Assembly had recently
held hearings on the Waccamaw Refuge and that our staff had been
present to express the Board’s position and the Department’s
support. After a brief discussion, Ms. Waring recommended that we
continue to reiterate the Board's position at every opportunity and
urge that people keep an open-mind until the complete plan for the
refuge is finalized.

N&*-al P~sources Enforcement - Mark Huguley reported on the
implementation of the Boz 1g Safety Act this year, stating we are
working with the Department of Public Safety to have them administer
the testing program. He stated that he felt this would be in place very
soon. Col. Huguley then went into a brief discussion of the use of
pagers, cell phones, and ¢ 1puters in Law Enforcement.

Conservation Education and Communications - There was nothing

further to report to the Board at this time.
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RETURN TO REGULAR SESSION
The regular meeting was resumed and particip: its were invited into the meeting.

Mr. Miller made a motion that the Board approve the acquisition of the Bear Branch Site,
Mr. Burnside seconded, and the motion was passed.

Mr. Lee made a motion that the Heritage Trust staff be instructed to inform the Department
of the Navy that the Board is interested in acquiring the Beaufort property, but that we will
meet with them at a later date. Mr. Cox seconded, and the motion passed.

Mr. Miller made a motion that the Board appoint Micah J. LaRoche, I, to the Marine
Advisory Board to fill the seat formerly held by Marion Sams. Mr. Burnside seconded and
the motion passed.

Mr. Miller made a motion that the Board reappt 1t to the Governor’s Cup Bilifish Series
Board Messrs. Bert Poozer, Tommy Byrd, James Benton, and J. Egerton Burroughs. Mr.
Burnside seconded and the motion passed.

Chairman Graham stated that the items dealing with deer pen enclosure in the state and
the Department’s position on the legislation provit 1g for the sale of venison will be on next
month’s agenda. He stated that Dr. Timmerman would be working with Senator
Thurmond'’s office to get the Corps of Engineers to reopen the matter of the pumpback
storage project at Richard B. Russell.

XIV. Time and Location of Next Board Meeting
Chairman Graham stated that the Board would meet next at 2:00 p.m. on Thursday, April

17, at a Board Retreat at Millaree. The Board meeting will be held at 10:00 a.m., Friday,
April 18, at Millaree Hunt Club. Chairman Graham stated that the May Board meeting will
be held in Columbia on May 16th. He also reminded the Board that Dr. Timmerman'’s
retirement party would be May 28th in the Moore Building at the State Fairgrounds. He
stated that on June 19th, the Marine Resources Division will have its anniversary
celebration, and the Board will meet at Ft. Johnson on June 20th.

XV. Adjournment
1 furtt bt toprc it beforether . "Bc dn ing, mot 1

was adopted to adjourn.



