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Dr. Timmerman noted that Dan Dobbins and Benny Reeves were not at
the Commission Meeting as they remained in Columbia to work with
the Legislature on the Department's budget.

Dr. Timmerman noted that he had some personnel matters and a
property acquisition matter to discuss later during the meeting
if the Commission holds an Executive Session.

I - APPEAR E - Bill Thomas

Mr. Bill Thomas, a commercial catfisherman from Santee Cooper
appeared before the Commission, noting that he supports the
Department and all of its efforts regarding law enforcement and
management of fishery resources. Mr. Thomas noted that he felt
that the law requiring the marking of equipment and traps is
unfair and unjust as it provides a means whereby people find
these traps and destroy or take these from the people that have
set this equipment. Mr. Thomas also noted that he was concerned
that the 3 X 6 trap had to be round and noted that more unmarked
law enforcement boats are needed for patrolling the Santee Cooper
lakes. Mr. Thomas expressed a number of other concerns to the
Commission and the Commission asked Mr. Thomas to place his con-
cerns in writing so that these could be referred to the Wildlife
and Freshwater Fisheries and the Law Enforcement Advisory Boards
for proper review and recommendations to the Commission.

ITEM IV - LE LATIVE UPDATE

Dr. Timmerman reported on this item for Dan Dobbins and passed
out a copy of the Legislative Report to the Commissioners for
their information. Dr. Timmerman informed the Commission that
the "lifetime" license has passed and he noted that we need to
reduce our number of legislative proposals next year and he
recommended that we only present legislative proposals that are
needed on an emergency basis.

Dr. Timmerman also distributed to the Commissioners, a copy of
the new law concerning the gasoline tax funds whereby such may be
used for capital improvements for recreational purposes. Dr.
Timmerman noted that these funds are suppose to be used to
benefit the boating public, but with this change in the law, such
will be allowed to be used for capital improvements for recrea-
tional purposes throughout the state.

vV - D B NE

A. Proposed Guidelines for Turkey Restoration:
Commissioner Owen noted that the Proposed Guidelines for Turkey
Restoration had been sent to the Commission (copy attached to
original Commission Minutes) and that the Wildlife & Freshwater
Fisheries Advisory Board had adopted these guidelines for
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recommendation to the Commission. Commissioner Owen moved for
the Commission to approve these guidelines as presented and the
motion was seconded by Commissioner Compton. Commissioner
Thomason noted that he had various problems with these guide-
lines and the provision of turkeys to stock in other states. Mr.
Thomason raised various questions and issues concerning this
matter with the Commission. Following discussion, Commissioner
Owen moved to amend his motion whereby he moved for the Com-
mission to approve these guidelines subject to the legal review
and approval of these guidelines by the Department's General
Counsel. Commissioner Compton seconded the motion as amended and
the motion as amended was adopted by the Commission.

ITEM VI - NEW INE

A. Update - Hunter Education Program: Bill Bowers pre-
sented an update on the Hunter Education Program and distributed
to the Commissioners a packet of information on this program.
Lt. Bowers went over the purposes of the Hunter Safety Program
and discussed number of students trained, accident reporting, as
well as priorities and plans for the program. Lt. Bowers
presented an in-depth discussion of the Hunter Education and
Safety Program and sought the advice and guidance from the Com-
mission for any aspects regarding this program.

Commissioner Owen asked that the staff review the possibility of
skeet shooting and archery for the Department's ranges which we
currently operate.

B. Inland Impoundments Policy:

and
C. Instream Flow Policy: Commissioner Owen noted that the

proposed inland impoundments policy and the instream flow policy
were recently sent to the Commission (copy attached to original
Commission Minutes). Commissioner Owen discussed these guide-
lines and noted that they have been approved and recommended to
the Commission by the Wildlife & Freshwater Fisheries Advisory
Board. Following discussion, Commissioner Owen moved for the
Comm: sion to »>prove the¢ = policie¢ in concept for v 3 as
guidelines in the Department. Commissioner Thomason seconded
the motion and it was adopted by the Commission.

D. Division Reports:
l. Administrative Services: Dr. Timmerman noted that
Benny Reeves is in Columbia working on the Department's budget
and he went over the various items in our budget that had been
approved by the Senate Finance Committee.



















