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SPRING LOCATIONS AND NAMES

South Carolinahas an abundant water supply, both
initssurface water—in streams and lakes—and in its
ground water—inwellsand springs. Early explorersand
settlersand, of course, the Native Americanswho came
before, depended on thisplentiful water supply.

Boiling Springs, Spartanburg County

Traditionally, communities were founded near
streams or springs, and many towns indicate the
important role of springsintheir origin by including the
springsin their names. Boiling Springsin Spartanburg
County isagood example, asarethetowns of Cherokee
Springs (also in Spartanburg County), Heath Springs
(Lancaster County), and Sandy Springs (Anderson
County). Other towns were founded around springs,
athough they may not havethe same nameasthe spring,
such as Mineral Spring at Williamston (Anderson

County).

Mineral Spring, Williamston, Ander son Conty

Many springswere named after trees such as Beech,
Cedar, Holly, and Poplar, or other natural features near
the springs, giving names such as Rock, Rocky, Sandy,
or Mountain, for example. Then, of course, there are
descriptive names such as Double, Clear, Cold, Cooal,
Grunting, and Stomp, to name some. The names Badwell
Springs, Buzzard Spring, and Dismal Spring may not
appeal to somefolks, but namesthat communicate their
special properties, such as Iron Springs, Standing
Springs, and Sulphur Springs, and springs with unusual
names such as Jews Harp Springsand Nail Springs (as
well asthe hopeful Love Springs) certainly pique the
interest andinvitevigts.

HISTORICAL SPRINGS

Besides the historical impact of springs on the
settlementsthat later becametowns, springsasofigured
prominently in events such asthe Revolutionary War.
Both British and American soldiersused Liberty Springs
inCrossHill, Laurens County. Onetraditionisthat during
asmallpox outbreak soldiersfrom both sidesremained
near the spring for several weeks, and by agreement no
fighting occurred near this spring. Another story isthat
the“ Sonsof Liberty” used the spring asameeting place
to plan strategy against British rule. Similarly, soldiers
used Limestone Spring in Gaffney, Cherokee County,
intherevolution. A hotel built near thisspringin 1835
later became Limestone Springs Female High Schooal,
whichisnow Limestone College. Thereisarcheological
evidence that a spring at William Bates House in
Greenville County wasin use by Native Americans as
much as 3,000 years ago.
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Limestone Spring, Gaffney, Cherokee County

Healing Springsin Barnwell County has some of the
oldest stories, which date to the 1700’ sand the Native
Americanswho believedinthe springs healing powers.
An interesting part of the history of these springsisa
Revolutionary War story about four wounded British
soldiers brought to the springs after battle. Left to die,
the soldiers drank the water, recovered from their
wounds, and regjoined their comrades in Charleston.
Perhaps most interesting, however, isthe name of the
present owner of Healing Springs. The previousowner,
L. P. Boylston, deeded Healing Springs and one acre of
land to ALMIGHTY GOD in 1944. He stated that he
“should return forever apart of which He, my God, has
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allowed meto possess and enjoy according to the laws
of my country for many years, and feel that | should
return to Him the most treasured piece of thisearththat |
have ever owned. . .in Trust . . .for the diseased or
afflicted to usethe precious healing water that flowsfrom
this God-given source.” That one acre of land with
Healing Springsisknown as God' sAcre.

There are many other springs, al over the State,
with equally interesting historical backgrounds.
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WHAT IS A SPRING?

A spring is a place where ground water flows
naturally fromrock or soil onto theland surfaceor intoa
body of water. A well, on the other hand, isan artificial,
or manmade, excavationinto the ground deep enough to
reach ground water, allowing it to flow or be pumped
out. A flowingwell, often confused with aspring, isawell
fromwhich thewater flowsout under pressure—butitis
not aspring. Theheadwaters of essentidly dl streamsare
technically springs, although generally the springs of
interest are those that flow out of rock or thegroundin
such amountsasto be useful or at |east noticeable.

WHERE ARE SOUTH CAROLINA’S SPRINGS?

Most of the State’'s springs are located in the
Piedmont and Blue Ridge provinces, or the upper one-
third of South Carolina, northwest of the Fall Line. This
is because the igneous and metamorphic rocks of this
area have many fractures and faults, which allow the
movement of ground water from depth to the surface,
in addition to the greater topographic relief, which
facilitatestheflow of spring water. There are numerous
gpringsinthe Coastal Plain aso, of course, dthough most
ground water reaching the surface naturally in thelower
two-thirdsof the State showsitsalf ascreeksand marshy
areas. Many of the State’ s springswereinventoried for
thisreport, but by no meansall of them.

BOTTLING PLANTS AND RESORTS

Many springsare known for their mineralized water
and perceived medicina or restorative powers, either in
bottled form or in spas and swimming pools. Blenheim
Ginger Alereportedly wasbottled at Mineral Springsin
Marlboro County, which werediscoveredin 1781 by a
revolutionary soldier escaping from Tory troops. Helost
ashoeinawater holeand, returning later for it, noticed
the strong mineral taste of thewater.

Whitestone Spring in Spartanburg County was also
bottled, aswasthe water at Harris Springsin Laurens
County. Many resorts and hotels were built around
springs, some better-known locations are Glenn Springs
in Spartanburg County and Chick Springsin Greenville
County. Thefollowing testimonid for thewater from Big
Springs in Kershaw County helps to explain the
popularity of theseresorts:

McBeeS. C. April 3,1914
Big Springs Resort Co.,
Bethune, S.C.—
Gentlemen:

| can heartily recommend Big Springswater
for rheumatism, chronic indigestion, Bright's
disease and other kidney and bladder troubles, as |
have seen it tried in a good many instances and have
noted beneficial results.

| believe if this water is used for a reasonable
length of timeit will produce a permanent curein such
cases.

Yourstruly, J.D.Ingram, M. D.

In addition, the former proprietor of Big Springs
explainssomemore of itsbenefits:

Big Springs water should be used to bathe the
affected parts (external) as well as drank [sic].
Recognizing the inability to do this successfully at the
home, there (are) now large swimming pools for the
pleasure-seekers, where the sick or well can have any
kind of abath needed or wanted. Thisis something that
but few health resorts have, but this Spring, as the
name implies, flows over 300 gallons per minute—
ample for all needs, with atemperature of 57 degrees.
You don't need icein thiswater.

Indeed, more recent measurementsreportedly showed
the spring to flow at least 300 gallons per minute, if not
more. It was enough to easily fill a 100,000-gallon
swimming pool that was enjoyed not only at the turn of
the century but eveninto theearly 1960’s. Inthelate
1940’ s, then-governor Strom Thurmond and hiswife
Jean visited and enjoyed the pool fed by Big Springs.

The high rate of flow for this spring is unusual,
however, as most of the springs in the State average
lessthan 10 gallons per minute. While most springsflow
at acongtant rate and have been flowing for centuries, if
not longer, many springs have decreased their output
during dry times, and somehavedried up entirely. Onthe
other hand, thereare still many springsthat are seemingly
unaffected by drought.

M oody Springs, Oconee County

SPRINGSOF SOUTH CAROLINA

WATER QUALITY

The chemical propertiesof springsin South Carolina
aresmilar tothose of well water inthe samearea, which
islogica giventhat they both usualy comefromthesame
aquifer. Thespringssampled for thisstudy haveamedian
pH of 5.7 and amedian hardness of 6.4 partsper million
(milligrams per liter), which makesit “ very soft” water.
The median dissolved solids, cal culated from measured
temperatures and conductivities, is25 partsper million,
whichisvery low mineralization. Of great interest to
partakers of spring water at the source is the
temperature; most Spring ownersseemto believethersis
the coldest in the region. Median spring-water
temperature sampled was 62 °F (16.6 °C), with the
coolest measured at 53 °F (11.4 °C). As for water
potability, that is left to the discretion of the person
drinking it, as bacteriaand other possible contaminants
werenot eval uated for thisstudy.

Aslong asspringsare protected they should continue
to be a source of pleasure and inspiration for years
to come. Perhaps a better understanding of the
characteristicsand history behind each spring will help
bring about such protection and stewardship of this
vauableresource.
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For moreinformation, please contact Lee Mitchell at
864/654-1761 ext. 37 or MitchellL @dnr.sc.gov.
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Waddy Thompson Spring, Greenville

Thisreport isdedicated to Mr. Rodney N. Cherry, former Chief of
the Hydrology Section—L and, Water and Conservation Division,
South Carolina Department of Natural Resources.




