
zen’s can best protect and conserve the natu-
ral resources in their communities. 

Each year conservation district commissioners 
volunteer thousands of hours promoting soil 
and water conservation practices in urban and 
rural areas, and combating erosion and storm 
water problems. Their tasks include planning 
and directing a conservation program, assign-
ing priority to resource development and serv-
ing as a community clearinghouse for infor-
mation and services on natural resource is-
sues. Regular board meetings are held, usually 
monthly, for setting priorities and planning with 
the cooperating agencies' staff. 

Through a partnership with the federal and 
state agencies, technical, administrative and 
financial assistance is provided though conser-
vation districts by the U.S. Department of Agri-
culture-Natural Resources Conservation Ser-
vice (federal) and the S. C. Department of Nat-
ural Resources (state). 

For more information contact Marlboro Soil and 
Water Conservation District Office or online at 
www.dnr.sc.gov/conservation or the SC De-
partment of Natural Resources at 803-734-
4602.  

   

Candidates for Carters Branch/
Muddy Creek Watershed Direc-
tors Being Sought 

Voters in the Carters Branch/Muddy 
Creek Watershed District in Marlboro County 

Marlboro Soil and Water  

Conservation District  

Commissioner  

Positions to be filled in the  2014  

General Election 

This year the Marlboro Soil and Water Conser-
vation District will have two District Commis-
sioner position appearing on the November 4, 
2014 General Election ballot.  

The election of conservation district commis-
sioners is through the petition process on a non-
partisan basis.  July 16, 2014, by 12:00 noon is 
the deadline for submission of petitions to ap-
propriate election official for a candidate’s name 
to be placed on the November 6th General Elec-
tion ballot.  Conservation district commissioners 
are non-salaried officials. Candidates must be 
registered voters in the county in which they are 
seeking office. 

The conservation district is managed by a five-
member board. These individuals serve as Con-
servation District Commissioners in each of the 
state's forty-six Soil and Water Conservation 
Districts. In South Carolina, conservation district 
boundaries are the same as county lines.  

Conservation districts were created in 1937 by 
federal and state law for the purpose of manag-
ing natural resources. The idea is that local citi-
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The Conservation District Board scheduled meeting  is  

the third  Tuesday of month at 7:00 pm  in the  USDA 

Service Center Conference Room,  at 210 Throop 

Street, Bennettsville, SC .  29512  For more information 
call   

843-479-4552, Ext. 3  

Meetings are open to the  public.  

All programs and  services of the  
Marlboro Soil and   Water Conservation   

District  are offered on a on nondiscriminatory  basis 
without regard to race, color, age,  gender, national 

origin, religion, handicap or marital status. 
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will elect  two Watershed District Direc-
tors in the November 4, 2014 general 
election. 

 Responsibilities of the Watershed 
District Directors include overseeing 
maintenance and repairs to the dams 
and drainage canals, addressing soil and  
water issues in the watershed, and pre-
venting structures from being located in 
the flood pool. 

 Directors are elected to four-year 
terms, must be registered voters, and 
live in the watershed.  To be placed on 
the ballot for election a Statement of 
Intention of Candidacy must be filed 
with the County Election Commission 
office by noon, August 15.  2014.   Wa-
tershed District Directors are non-
salaried officials.   

The purpose of watershed districts is to 
promote concentrated efforts within the 
watershed to establish conservation 
practices including stabilization of criti-
cally eroding areas, drainage measures, 
and flood control.  Stabilization of critical-
ly eroding areas includes both mechani-
cal and vegetative conservation practic-
es on gullied areas, roadsides and other 
sediment producing areas.  Flood control 
measures include flood retarding reser-
voirs, diversions, and drainage and 
stream-flow improvement.  Many flood 
control structures are also used for mu-
nicipal and industrial water supply, fire 
protection and recreation. 

 For more information, contact 
Carters Branch/Muddy Creek Watershed 

USDA - NRCS Staff 

Frank Stephens, Supervisory District Conservationist 
Daniel Griffin, Soil Conservationist 
 

Commissioners: 

Richard Rogers, Chairman 

T. A. O’Neal, Vice-Chair 

E. Michael O’Tuel, Treasurer 

Francis M. Hinson, Secretary 

Billy Covington, Commissioner 

 

Associate Commissioners 

Beverly O’Neal 

Pat Rogers 

 
Dorothy Branyon-MSWCD Administrative  
Assistant 

USDA Service Center 
210 Throop Street 
Bennettsville, SC  29512    
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 Get Started with NRCS  
Do you farm or ranch and want to make 
improvements to the land that you own 
or lease? Natural Resources Conserva on Service 
offers technical and financial assistance to help farm-
ers, ranchers and forest landowners.  
 

To get started with NRCS, we recommend you stop 
by your local NRCS field office. We’ll discuss your 
vision for your land.  

NRCS provides landowners with free technical assis-
tance, or advice, for their land. Common technical 
assistance includes: resource assessment, prac ce 
design and resource monitoring. Your conserva on 
planner will help you determine if financial assistance 
is right for you. Please keep in mind that financial as-
sistance is paid when work is complete.  
We’ll walk you through the applica on process. To 
get started on applying for financial assistance, we’ll 
work with you:  
To fill out an AD 1026, which ensures a conserva on 
plan is in place before lands with highly erodible soils 
are farmed. It also ensures no wetland areas are 
farmed.  

To meet other eligibility cer fica ons.  

Once complete, we’ll work with you on the applica-
on, or CPA 1200.  

Applica ons for most programs are accepted on a 
con nuous basis, but they’re considered for funding 
in different ranking periods. Be sure to ask your local 
NRCS district conserva onist about the deadline for 
the ranking period to ensure you turn in your applica-

on in me.  
As part of the applica on process, we’ll make sure 
you are eligible. To do this, you’ll need to bring:  
An official tax ID (Social Security number or an em-
ployer ID)  

A property deed or lease agreement to show you 
have control of the property; and  

A farm tract number.  

 

Farm Bill 2014 

NRCS’ has a  new designed website, which is 
really great for navigating through the new 
Farm  Bill  and you can see it at http://
www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/
detail/national/home/?
cid=STELPRDB1193811 

If you don’t have a farm tract number, you can get one 
from USDA’s Farm Service Agency. Typically, the local FSA 
office is located in the same building as the local NRCS 
office. You only need a farm tract number if you’re inter-
ested in financial assistance.  
NRCS will take a look at the applica ons and rank them 
according to local resource concerns, the amount of con-
serva on benefits the work will provide and the needs of 
applicants.  
If you’re selected, you can choose whether to sign the 
contract for the work to be done.  
Once you sign the contract, you’ll be provided standards 
and specifica ons for comple ng the prac ce or prac ces, 
and then you will have a specified amount of me to im-
plement. Once the work is implemented and inspected, 
you’ll be paid the rate of compensa on for the work if it 
meets NRCS standards and specifica ons.  

USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer 

 

To find out more, go to: 
www.nrcs.usda.gov/GetStarted  



 

 MARLBORO CONSERVATION DISTRICT ENCOUR-
AGES YOU TO BECOME AN AFFILIATE  MEMBER 

OR SPONSOR FOR 2014-2015 

Name:__________________________________ 

 Address:_____________________________ 

 State &  Zip:_____________________________ 

Phone:_________________________________ 

Email address:___________________________ 

How do you want your membership listed?  If you would like your 
newsletter emailed, please include email address to be used only 
for this purpose.  

 Please fill out form and mail  to:  MSWCD, 210 Throop St., 
Bennettsville, SC 29512 

Regular Membership - $25 donation  

Silver Membership -  $50 donation 

Gold Membership - $75 donation 

Newsletter Advertiser - $100 (We have spots for 12 
advertisers) (Our newsletter postal mailings reach 
over 300 plus 1000’s in emails and the DNR website. 

(Please include business card or logo) 
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PATRON  
American Forest Management, Fred 

Beck 

William & Gloria Bethea 

Thomas & Dexe Bostick 

Burns  Farms Inc 

Calhoun Farms  

Canal Wood, Todd Stubbs 

Sam Erby, Jr 

Wade D. Fletcher 

Marion Wood Products 

Jimmy McQueen 

J. Gerald Owens 

Sidney & Margaret Wallace  

GOLD  
Andy & Mary Alice Burroughs 

Cooper Angus Farms, LLC 

J. Allan McDonald Farms 

John McInnis Farms Inc 

Charles M. Rogers 

Frank &  Cheryle Rogers 

Pat and Blake Rogers Farms 

Richard & Jane Rogers Farms 

Southeast Farm Equipment 

SILVER  
Bobby & Shirley Brock 
Wade R. Crow, Attorney 

Peoples’ Gin Company 

R & W Farms 

Thanks to MLH  Photography for the  nature 
shots. MaLarry Logan Hyatt is a MCHS stu-
dent.  
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Conservation Innovation Grant 

A cover crop meeting held on March 18,  hosted by 
Dillon SWCD was attended by  many farmers from 
Marlboro County. Chanda Cooper and Buddy Atkins 
gave a review of the grant.  Center Seeds representa-
tive discussed seed choices and Unmanned Aviation 
Vehicle representative gave a demonstration of  how 
this technology can be used in agriculture. The CIG  
is in partnership with Richland, Dillon and Marl-
boro Districts.   
   

Chanda Cooper and 
Dr. Buz Kloot measure 
the above-ground bio-

mass of John McIn-
nis's multispecies cov-

er crop. 

Examining the root mass 
of a black oat cover crop.  
Like rye, black oats are 
high biomass producers 

and can substantially 
increase soil organic 

matter. 

For years, researcher and filmmaker Buz Kloot suspected something remarkable was 
happening under our feet. 

His suspicion was based on interviews he conducted with farmers from various parts of the country – all of whom report-
ed significant production and environmental benefits by simply improving the health of their soil. 

“These farmers reported more consistent yields, lower input costs and higher net income,” said Kloot, a University of 
South Carolina research associate professor. “They weren’t sneaking out at night to fertilize and irrigate. I had to believe 
what I saw. And with each visit, these ‘anomalies’ amassed.” 

Read more about Buz’s adventures in this great USDA blog post published 
today…. 
http://blogs.usda.gov/2014/01/31/digging-deeper-new-video-series-unlocks-the-secrets-of-soil-health/ 

Check out SC NRCS’ newest documentary: 

Agri+Culture: Following Food from Farm-to-Fork in South Carolina 

Amy Overstreet  

Public Affairs Specialist and 
Outreach Coordinator  

USDA Natural Resources Conservation 
Service  

          Some excellent videos can be found on 
YouTube if you  search on the site for "soil health, 
under cover farmers, David Brandt, Gabe Brown and  
Ray  Archuleta,NRCS. 

plantcovercrops.com 

h p://vimeo.com/27655216   

 h p://vimeo.com/27640971  

 h p://vimeo.com/channels/
healthysoilshealthycrops,  bcsd.com , llag-
eradish.com, centerseeds.com 

Facebook site: Carolina cover crop connec on 



 Marlboro Soil & Water     
Conservation District 
 210 Throop Street 
Bennettsville, SC  29512 

WE CARE ABOUT  

CONSERVATION- 

ONLINE AT: 
www.dnr.sc.gov/

conservation 

On March 18, 2014, NRCS District Conservationist Frank 

Stephens attended the Community Relation Board Meeting 

at the Federal Correctional Institution in Bennettsville. The 

Community Relations Board, comprised of local community 

leaders, meets quarterly with the Correctional Institution 

staff to strengthen the relationship between the institution 

and the community. Stephens was invited to attend the 

meeting by Board Chairman Reverend Gerald Malloy.  

During the meeting, the Correctional Institution Staff provided information on the education 

and training programs offered at the facility and how those programs make a positive impact 

on our community.  

During the Community Focus segment of the program, Stephens gave a 15 minute PowerPoint 

presentation on USDA-NRCS programs and services. Included in the presentation was infor-

mation on the agency history and local agricultural and natural resources issues.  Following the 

presentation, Stephens answered questions from those attending the meeting.   


